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Thoreau New MexicoFun Facts

Thoreau, New Mexico, is located 107 statute miles west of Albuquerque, on I-40

(Route 66) and 32 statute miles east of Gallup. 

Thoreau is located on the 1926 to 1937 alignment of Route 66 a historic

landmark, it is the site of the historical Roy T. Herman’s Garage and Service 

Station, listed in the National Register of Historic Places. 

The town started its life as an Army Air Corps base. Supporting the 769th Aircraft

Control and Warning Squadron. Base was closed in1961.

It was originally known as “Mitchell,” after the base’s barber, and later changed

to “Theroux,” after its paymaster. Somehow the spelling got changed to 

“Thoreau,” but anyone who pronounces it “Thor-OH,” as in Henry David, is

instantly branded himself an outsider.



Thoreau Population Demographic 

American Indian 54.7%

Hispanic 37.0%

White alone 5.7%

Two or more races 1.8%

Black alone .04%
Asian .01%



History of Thoreau Elementary School

Thoreau ES was completed 1956

Twenty (20) Teacher Housing units 1963

Gymnasium addition completed 1979

Classroom addition completed 1986

Concrete Masonry Unit (CMU) construction

Combination Built up and Rolled roofing

Twelve (12) portables







Project Timeline

 Public School Capitol Outlay Council (PSCOC) Award Timeline

1. Original application for Thoreau ES was for planning and design to renovate 
existing facilities and add classrooms to replace portables, to adequacy, for 304 
students, grades K-5.

2. wNMCI: 10

3. Ranking: 3

4.   Award Year: 2014-2015

5.   Application;

6.  Approval Letter was issued: 01.05.2015

7.  MOU-1 November 12, 2014: Planning and Design funding to 

Adequacy $1,872,088. 



8.   MOU-2 12.05.2018: Construction funding to Adequacy $16,933,244

9.   MOU-3 08.31.2021: Pre-K funding $433,239

10. Original Maximum Allowable Construction Cost (MACC): $12,690,392

11. Total Project Cost: $21,590,932

12. State and Local Match 81% State, 91% District



Project Team

• Gallup McKinley County School District (GMCS)

• Public School Facility Authority (PSFA)

• Dekker/Perich/Sabatini (DPS)

• Bradbury Stamm Construction

• Bohannan Houston

• Bridgers and Paxton
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